
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Work ano Workers. 



Frank K. Sanders, Ph.D., Assistant Professor in the Department of 
Biblical Literature at Yale University, has been advanced to the Woolsey 
Professorship of Biblical Literature, which includes also the charge of the 
department of Semitic Languages. 

It has has been a matter of much interest to see who would be found to 
supply the place made vacant by the recent death of Professor E. C. Bissell, 
at the McCormick Theological Seminary, Chicago. The vacancy is now 
filled, at least tentatively so, by the appointment of Rev. Abel H. Huizinga 
to the chair of Adjunct Professor of Old Testament Literature and Exegesis, 
Mr. Huizinga comes from the pastorate of the Dutch Reformed Church at 
New Platz, New York. 

A new work of large interest and importance is the Historical Geography 
of the Holy Land, by Professor George Adam Smith, D.D., of Free Church 
College, Glasgow, now announced by the publishing firm of Hodder & 
Stoughton. The volume deals with Palestine especially in its relation to the 
history of Israel and of the Early Church. Some of the chapters have 
already appeared as articles in The Expositor, but the number is small. It 
is a fresh work containing an exceptional amount of thorough study and 
original investigation. Much of the ground which Dr. Smith covers is dis- 
puted ground, but his judgment will be considered henceforth a prime author- 
ity. Both Western and Eastern Palestine fall within the scope of the work. 
It will be an excellent book for Bible students to own and use. 

This has been a year of great, perhaps exceptional, losses from the ranks 
of biblical scholars. It is necessary to add another illustrious name to the 
list. Professor August Dillmann, Ph.D., D.D., died July 4, at Berlin. He 
was born in Germany in 1823, so that he was of ripe years. He studied at 
Tubingen, where he became tutor in 1848, and four years later Professor 
Extraordinary. In 1854 he was appointed Professor Ordinary at Kiel, ten 
years later he accepted the same position at Giessen, and in 1869 he became 
Professor at Berlin, where he was still working at the time of his death. His 
contributions to the knowledge of the Old Testament are characterized by high 
scholarship, enduring solidity and reasonable conservatism. The influence 
which he has exerted in University life and work will perpetuate the great 
scholar's name for generations to come. 

Provision has been made by the Board of Trustees for instruction during 
the coming year at Lane Seminary, the Presbyterian theological school so 
badly shattered by the doctrinal controversies now waging in that denomina- 
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tion. Professor E. D. Morris, who alone is retained from the old faculty, will 
lecture as usual upon Systematic Theology and History of Doctrine. Professor 
H.W. Hulbert, of Marietta College, will once more give his courses in Church 
History and Homiletics. Rev. Kemper Fullerton will give instruction in 
Hebrew and New Testament Greek. Dr. Alexander B. Riggs will provide 
the department of New Testament Exegesis. There will be special lecturers 
during the year, among them Dr. W. E. Moore on Church Polity, Dr. 
Herrick Johnson on Preaching, Dr. T. W. Chambers on the Decalogue, and 
President G. S. Burroughs on New Testament Introduction. 

The work done upon Concordances of the Bible during late 'years has 
been toward the manufacture of exhaustive and elaborate, erudite, and enor- 
mous productions. These are of the highest value to scholars and to a cer- 
tain portion of the clergy. But such massive volumes as Young's Concord- 
ance, and quite recently Strong's Concordance, are not for the general public. 
The general public has had to be satisfied with a Concordance issued a hun- 
dred and fifty years ago, and which has since undergone no thorough revision; 
or thev have more commonly put up with the painfully abridged concordances 
published with other "Helps" in the backs of the Teacher's Bibles. Some 
relief from this situation is now offered. The Congregational Sunday School 
and Publishing Society announce that they will issue in September a Compre- 
hensive Concordance to the Holy Scriptures, prepared by Rev. J. B. R. Walker. 
It is presumably a revision of Cruden's work, adding some fifty thousand 
references, of course upon the basis of the version of 161 1. It will contain 
950 pages, and will be sold at $2.00. This work will therefore be the best for 
general use until that time in the near future when the general public awakes 
to the fact of the superiority of the version of 1881 over that of 161 1, and 
demands the better version of Bible publishers. 

One of the most common and constant needs of the Bible student, in his 
endeavor to understand and use these Jewish and Christian historical writings, 
is a chronological chart showing the absolute and relative dates of persons 
and incidents. This need is well supplied by a chart just issued, the work of 
Charles F. Kent, Ph.D., Instructor of Biblical Literature at the University 
of Chicago. It is entitled the Student's Chronological Chart of Biblical 
History. (Chicago : Congregational Bookstore. Price, 25 cts.). The earliest 
date is given as 1037 B. C, the accession of Saul, and the scale extends to 
70 A.D., the fall of Jerusalem. Along this scale is arranged at the proper his- 
torical points the men and events of Jewish and Christian history, as recorded 
in the Bible and extra-biblical literature. To this is usefully added, in par- 
allel columns, a similar exhibit of the history of those nations who during 
these eleven hundred years had interrelations with Israel, namely, Syria, Assy- 
ria, Egypt, Babylonia, Persia, Macedonia and Rome. One cannot know or 
teach the Bible without such a chart either in the mind or in the hand, and 
for the majority the former is impracticable. This chart is therefore earnestly 
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recommended to all whom this notice reaches. It should be kept in one's 
Bible, or hanging by one's table where the eye will often fall upon it. 

Information comes that a new Bible Dictionary is being prepared in Eng- 
land. It was projected by Professor Wm. Robertson Smith, and at his death 
was put into the hands of Professor T. K. Cheyne, who will carry the work 
forward to completion. This great new work will represent the school to 
which both scholars belong, the liberal English school of criticism. Smith's 
Dictionary of the Bible, even since the recent revision and expansion of its 
first volume by English scholars, represents the traditional and conservative 
school, or is a compromise between the traditional and progressive which per- 
mits it to be entirely satisfactory to neither. After the publication of this 
new work we shall be as well provided for as Germany, which has its conserva- 
tive and exceedingly useful Riehm's Handworterbuch des Biblischen Alter- 
thums (second edition by Professor Friedrich Baethgen, of Griefswald), and its 
radical Schenkel's Bibellexikon. Probably the general position of the Smith- 
Cheyne dictionary is already foreshadowed in many articles by Professor 
Smith and others in the ninth edition of Encyclopedia Britannica. That it 
will be of the highest interest and importance, and that it will be awaited 
with impatient eagerness, but mildly states the case. Let both schools make 
known their positions in the fullest and clearest way. It is the only method 
by which the truth can be ascertained and established. 

That the whole civilized world is intensely alive to anything which throws 
light upon the career or work of Jesus Christ is a significant fact with which 
we are all familiar, but it has received new demonstration of late by the pre- 
cipitate haste with which the public purchased and read a work purporting to 
give the Unknown Life of fesus Christ, as the volume is entitled. The 
editor, or as seems now quite likely, the author, of the volume is a certain 
Russian by the name of Nicolas Notovitch, a man of no known attainments in 
any direction, certainly not in the direction of biblical history and criticism. 
He alleges that the document of which he gives a translation, bearing upon the 
"Unknown Life of Christ," was discovered by him in India at the monastery of 
Himis, in the town of Leh, which is the capital of Ladak. This "discovery" 
was made in 1887 during a journey through India, a country with which the 
author claims to be infatuated. An accident by which he was detained for a 
short time at this very convent gave him the opportunity to hear the manu- 
script read to him in the original, the Thibetan tongue, by one of the monks, 
and as his interpreter translated it into French, Mr. Notovitch says he wrote it 
down, with the expectation of giving his great "discovery" to the world 
as soon as he returned to Europe, inasmuch as he "entertained no doubt 
of the authenticity of this narrative, written with the utmost precision by 
Brahman historians and Buddhists of India and Nepal." After some delay, 
without being able to secure the attention of any acknowledged biblical 
scholar, he printed his translation in Paris, preceding it with a hundred pages 
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descriptive of his journeys in the Orient, and supplementing it with half as 
many more pages of "commentary," as he calls it. The translation occupies 
fifty pages, which he has for convenience divided into 14 chapters and 245 
verses. 

The document is called "The Life of Saint Issa (Jesus), the Best of the 
Sons of Men." It records that Issa at the age of thirteen was so beseiged 
by parents who wanted him for a son-in-law that he "clandestinely left" Pales- 
tine, and went to India to study Buddhism, of which he became an apt pupil 
and later a saint. At the age of twenty-nine he returned to his own country 
and immediately aroused the whole population, priests, Pharisees, and the 
masses, to an enthusiastic acceptance of his leadership, promising he would 
fulfill their temporal and political hopes by freeing the nation from Rome. 
But Pilate, wishing to exterminate this dangerous revolutionist, called upon 
the Sanhedrin to condemn him to death, which of course they would not do, 
for Issa was their pride and hope. Pilate, therefore, succeeded through 
false witnesses (one of them Judas, who was afterward hanged by Pilate in 
order that he might not confess his crime) in getting a condemnation, and so 
had Issa crucified. Pilate had the body removed from its first place of burial, 
whence grew the fiction of the resurrection. 

Such is a synopsis of the narrative. Mr. Notovitch claims that the Bud- 
dhist chroniclers who compiled the document, writing immediately after the 
Passion, and with the advantage of gathering the most accurate information 
on all points, have given us " a complete and exhaustive description of the life 
of Jesus." It is with a sublime ignorance and conceit that our author writes: 
" I am inclined to believe that nobody will hesitate to acknowledge that this 
version, recorded within three or four years after the death of Christ from the 
testimony of eye-witnesses, is more likely to bear the stamp of truth than the 
narratives of the evangelists, who wrote at divers epochs, and so long a time 
after these events took place, that we cannot be astonished if the facts have 
been altered or distorted." No evidence is given by Mr. Notovitch to prove, 
no hint is given that there could any evidence be found to prove, that this 
obscure Buddhistic manuscript is of any antiquity, or at least was written 
"within three or four years of the death of Christ." That is a magnificent 
assumption which might well be characterized by a plainer if less agreeable 
term. The whole story bears upon its face its apocryphal character, and per- 
haps its fraudulent origin. 

All are well aware of the fact that the imaginations of men have been busy 
from the second century until the present time, with supplying the missing his- 
tory of the first thirty years of Jesus' life, and with arranging the public career 
of Jesus to meet their predilections as to how it ought have been. The first 
tendency has given rise to a mass of spurious, so-called Apocryphal Gospels, 
the second tendency has given rise to various theories of the career of Christ 
which have no historical basis. Mr. Notovitch's work belongs to this class of 
literature about Christ. It is not impossible that he actually found this docu- 
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merit as alleged, and that it belongs to the list of Apocryphal Gospels. He chal- 
lenges investigation to prove that he did so find it, and that the manuscript is still 
there where anyone can see it. But that is not the view which has been taken 
of Mr. Notovitch's book. It has been plainly denounced as a fraudulent' com- 
position, made out of whole cloth by this man who sought thereby to win 
notoriety or else — wealth. This is the judgment of Dr. Edward Everett 
Hale, in his review of the book in the North American Review for May; also 
of the reviewer in The Independent of June 28th, and of Lie. Preuschen in the 
Christliche Welt, who finds that it contains contradictions on the part of the 
editor, that the literary character of the work is entirely non-Thibetan and 
non- Indian, and that there are plain anachronisms and contradictions in the 
contents themselves. 

If that judgment seems harsh, it still remains true that men will do strange 
things for the sake of gain, and in such a venture a man would not be likely 
to be prosecuted for obtaining money under false pretences, however much 
his action might merit such a punishment. The public would of course make 
large purchases of any work claiming to give new information about the life 
of Christ, and it would not wait to learn whether the work was of any value. 
It should wait, to be sure, but it doesn't. " The public loves to be hum- 
bugged " was the crystallization of earthly wisdom from a certain distinguished 
American, and one can witness the truth of the statement frequently. The 
worthless volume ran through eight editions in France, and found large sales 
in this country. It will now sink into oblivion, having poured coin into Mr 
Notovitch's coffers, and having contributed, in a way immensely gratifying to 
him doubtless, toward the overthrow in some people's minds of the authentic 
records of the life of Christ. The latter end seems to have been subordinate 
in the author's purpose only to the former. The author has succeeded admir- 
ably from his own point of view, and he now announces that he will soon put 
out a work on Moses, to prove that he was not an Israelite, but a younger son 
of Pharoah who, being debarred by his elder brother from the Egyptian 
throne, started, in an adjoining territory, a kingdom of his own, with subjects 
abducted from his father's realm. This fact he thinks may be drawn from this 
Buddhistic document, and "we must admit — without much difficulty, I 
believe — that the Buddhist verses are more plausible than the biblical para- 
phrase." 

It is hardly necessary to warn the public further against anything that 
appears under Mr. Notovitch's name. But is the lesson of the imposture 
learned ? Will people be wise enough to wait about spending money until 
they are sure that what they are receiving in return is bread ? 



